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NewCatholic Encyclopedia

ltisthisverysortofthing-confrontingpeoplewithfacts-t
hathadcapturedtheattentionof manynon-Muslims. wt
Infact,thereexistsaveryinterestingreferenceconcer '
ningthissubjectin theNewCatholicEncyclopedia. |
nanarticleunderthesubjectoftheQuran,theCatholic
Church states:

“Overthecenturies,many theorieshavebeenoffered astotheoriginoftheQuran... Today n
osensiblemanacceptsany of thesetheories!!”

Nowhereistheage-oldCatholicChurch,whichhasbeenaroundfor somany centuries, denying
thesefutileattemptstoexplainaway theQuran.

Indeed,theQuranisaproblemfortheCatholicChurch. Itstatesthatitisrevelation,sothey studyit
. Certainly,they wouldlovetofindproofthatitisnot,buttheycannot. Theycannotfind aviableex
planation. Butatleastthey are reasonably honestintheirresearchanddonotacceptthefirst un
substantiatedinterpretationwhichcomesalong. TheChurch statesthatinfourteen centuriesi
thasnotyetbeenpresentedasensibleexplanation. AtleastitadmitsthattheQuranisnotaneasy
subjecttodismiss. Certainly,otherpeoplearemuch lesshonest. They quickly say, “Oh,the
Qurancamefromhere. TheQurancamefromthere.”And they donotevenexamine thecredibil
ity of whatthey arestatingmostofthetime.

Of course,suchastatementby theCatholicChurchleavestheeveryday Christianin some diffi
culty. Itjustmay bethathehashisownideasastotheoriginoftheQuran,butasasingle member
of theChurch,hecannotreallyactuponhisowntheory. Suchanactionwouldbe contrarytotheo
bedience,allegianceandloyalty whichtheChurchdemands. By virtueofhis membership,h

emustacceptwhattheCatholicChurchdeclareswithoutquestionand establishitsteachingsas
partofhiseveryday routine. So,inessence,iftheCatholicChurchas awholeissaying,“Donotli
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stentotheseunconfirmedreportsabouttheQuran,”thenwhatcan besaidaboutthelslamicpoint
ofview?If evennon-Muslimsareadmittingthatthereis somethingtotheQuran-somethingthath
astobeacknowledged-thenwhyarepeopleso stubbornanddefensiveandhostilewhenMuslim
sadvancethevery sametheory?Thisis certainly somethingforthosewithamind tocontemplat
e-somethingtoponderforthoseof understanding!

Testimony of an Intellectual

Recently,theleadingintellectualintheCatholicChurch-amanbythenameofHans- studied the
Quranandgavehisopinionofwhathehadread. Thismanhasbeenaroundfor sometime,a
ndheishighlyrespectedintheCatholicChurch,andaftercarefulscrutiny,he reportedhisfindings
,concluding,“Godhasspokentomanthroughtheman,Muhammad.”

Againthisisa conclusionarrivedatbyanon-Muslimsource-theveryleadingintellectualof theCa
tholicChurchhimself!

| donotthinkthatthePopeagreeswithhim,butnonetheless,theopinionofsuchanoted, reputed
publicfiguremustcarry someweightindefenseof theMuslimposition. Hemustbe applaudedf
orfacingthereality thattheQuranisnotsomethingwhichcanbeeasily pushed asideandthat,inf
actGodisthesourceof thesewords.

Asisevidentfromtheaforementionedinformation,allof thepossibilitieshavebeenexhausted, s
othechanceoffindinganotherpossibilityofdismissingtheQuranisnonexistent.

Burden of Proof on the Critic

If thebookisnotarevelation,thenitisadeception;andifitisadeception,onemustask, “Whatisitso
rigin? Andwheredoesitdeceiveus?’Indeed,thetrueanswerstothesequestions shedlightonth
eQuran’sauthenticity andsilencethebitterunsubstantiated claimsof the unbelievers.

Certainly,ifpeoplearegoingtoinsistthattheQuranisadeception,thenthey mustbringforth evid
encetosupportsuchaclaim. Theburdenofproofisonthem,notus!Oneisnever supposedtoad
vanceatheory withoutsufficientcorroboratingfacts;sol say tothem,“Show meonedeception
IShowmewheretheQurandeceivesme!Showme;otherwisedon’tsay thatitisadeception!”

Origin of the Universe and Life

An interestingcharacteristicoftheQuran ishowitdealswithsurprisingphenomena which relat
enotonlytothepastbuttomoderntimesaswell. Inessence,theQuranisnot anold problem. Iti
sstillaproblem eventoday-aproblemtothenon-Muslimsthatis. Foreveryday, everyweek,ev
eryyearbringsmoreandmoreevidencethattheQuranisaforcetobe contendedwith-thatitsauth
enticityisnolongertobechallenged!Forexample,oneversein theQuran(Surahal-Anbiya21:3
O)reads:



“Donottheunbelieversseethattheheavensand theearthwerejoinedtogether, thenWeclo
vethemasunder,andmadefromwatereverylivingthing? Willthey notthenbelieve?”

Ironically,thisveryinformation isexactlywhatthey awarded the1973NoblePrizefor-toa coupl
eofunbelievers.

TheQuranrevealstheoriginof theuniverse-howitbeganfrom onepiece-andmankind continue
stoverify thisrevelation,evenup tonow. Additionally,thefactthatalllifeoriginated fromwat
erwouldnothavebeenaneasy thingtoconvincepeopleoffourteencenturiesago. Indeed,if140
Oyearsagoyouhadstoodinthedesertandtoldsomeone,“Allofthis,yousee (pointingtoyourself),i
smadeupofmostly water,”noonewouldhavebelievedyou. Proofof thatwasnotavailableuntilt
heinventionofthemicroscope. They had towaittofindoutthat cytoplasm,thebasicsubstance
of thecell,ismade-up of80%water. Nonetheless,the evidencedid come,andonceagainthe
Quran stood thetestoftime.

Moreon FalsificationTest

Inreferencetothefalsificationtestsmentioned earlier,itisinterestingtonotethatthey,too, relatet
oboththepast andthepresent. SomeofthemwereusedasillustrationsofGod’s omnipotence
andknowledge,whileotherscontinuetostandaschallengestothepresent day. Anexampleoft
heformeristhestatementmadeintheQuranaboutAbuLahab. It clearlyillustratesthatGod,the
Knowerof theUnseen,knewthatAbuLahabwouldnever changehiswaysandacceptislam.
ThusGoddictated thathewouldbecondemned tothe Hellfireforever. Suchachapterwasbot
hanillustrationofGod’sdivinewisdomandawarning tothosewhowerelikeAbu Lahab.

People of the Book

An interestingexampleofthelatterty peoffalsificationtestscontainedintheQuran istheverse w
hichmentionstherelationship betweentheMuslimsandtheJews. Theverseiscarefulnott
0 narrowitsscopetotherelationshipbetweenindividualmembersofeachreligion,butrather,it s
ummarizestherelationshipbetweenthetwogroupsofpeopleasawhole. Inessence,the Quran
statesthattheChristianswillalwaystreattheMuslimsbetterthantheJewswilltreatthe Muslims.
Indeed,thefullimpactofsuchastatementcanonly befeltaftercareful considerationof therealm
eaningofsuchaverse. ltistruethatmanyChristiansandmany JewshavebecomeMuslims,bu
tasa whole,theJewishcommunityhas clearly shown its hostility tolslam. Additionally,very f
ewpeoplerealizewhatsuchanopendeclarationinthe Quraninvites. Inessence,itisaneasy ch
ancefortheJewstoprovethattheQuranisfalse- thatitisnotadivinerevelation. Allthey havet
odoisorganizethemselves,treattheMuslims nicelyforafewyearsandthen say,“Nowwhatdoe
syourholy booksay aboutwhoareyour bestfriendsintheworld-theJewsortheChristians?Loo
kwhatweJewshavedoneforyou!”

ThatisalltheyhavetodotodisprovetheQuran’sauthenticity,yetthey havenotdoneitin 1400yea
rs. But,asalways,theoffer stillstandsopen!
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